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Partitions servers to create the most robust foundation for a 
dynamic, automated data centerWhat does it do?

Supports all the VMware Infrastructure 3 features and benefits 
(appropriately licensed)

How do you 
use it?

All the sophistication of VMware ESX and VI3 for existing 
virtual infrastructure customers

Simple and intuitive start-up experience for the new 
virtualization user

Who can use it?

Next generation, thin architecture provides improved 
security, reliability, and simplified management

Server integration provides rapid installation, configuration, 
and deployment

What is unique?

Next generation, thin hypervisor for FREEWhat is it?

VMware ESXi 3.5 � Exec Summary   
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Massive compute supply mandates 
virtualization

High core count
Large memory
High speed converged I/O fabric

X86 continues upstream
70-80% business compute needs

Minimal virtualization overhead
3rd generation hardware assist
Virtualization-aware ecosystem

Virtualization becomes a 
default server feature

Hardware Trends Drive Virtualization

+

+



4

VMware ESXi Overview

VMware ESXi

Virtual Machines
Partitions a server into virtual machines

Reduces hardware, power, and cooling with the 
performance and features of ESX

Plug-and-Play
Minimal configuration. Run VMs in minutes

OS-Independent, thin architecture
Unparalleled security and reliability

Full-featured
Superior consolidation and scalability
Easy to mange with remote tools
Simple license upgrade to VI3 Enterprise

Next generation of VMware�s market-leading ESX hypervisor
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ESXi Distribution

Available from OEMs as an embedded hypervisor
Likely to charge for hardware / media costs

Available on www.vmware.com site as a FREE 
download

Download and hard drive install

Available standalone or in a VMware Infrastructure 3 (VI3) 
Bundle

Additional options available:
ESXi e-learning course via vmware.com e-commerce store

9 new Virtual Appliances available under 
�Virtual Appliance->Import� in the VI Client
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Positive Customer Response   

Plug-and-Play Installation, Configuration, and Deployment

�I bring up a new server every 2 weeks or so.  Instead of taking 
1/2 day, it takes about 5 minutes!  Just plug it in!�

�This simplifies deployments to my remote branches where 
there�s local, low-skilled administration�

Hardware Integration

�Buying virtualization with hardware is a natural way to 
procure, cuts down significantly on internal certification�

Security and Reliability

�I like the reduced security exposure and the opportunity 
to simplify patching and updating�
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Start Running VMs in Minutes  

1. Power on server and boot 
into hypervisor

2. Configure Admin Password

3. (optional) Modify network 
configuration

4. Connect VI Client  to IP 
Address

Or manage with VirtualCenter
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Industry is Designing for Virtualization

VMware ESXi built into server 
hardware and available as a 
FREE software download on 
www.vmware.com

Virtualization optimized server 
designs: 

Multi-core

Large memory configurations

Multiple NICs

Diskless servers

Virtualization support in 
processors and chipset

VT, AMD-V

NPT, EPT




